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The election of President Kennedy in 

1960 signaled a profound change in US 

policy in its Trust Territory, beginning 

with a focus on education and health 

services.  As the budget increased, the 

list of government employees ex-

panded.  So did the population of the 

district centers, along with the prob-

lems these towns faced.  Meanwhile, 

the quest for an economy to support all 

this growth continued without any real 

results.  The Congress of Micronesia 

offered new leadership roles and a vision of full self -government, as the is-

lands moved closer to political autonomy.  But this same body also revealed 

the fissures in an area that had been unified for a century under foreign rule.  

New Video 
Part 5: History of Micronesia 
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Introduction  

 

 In recent years, islands in the Micronesian region have 
suffered serious damage due to wave surges, salt water flooding, 
and drought. While shoreline erosion is a common and 
increasingly serious impact, a more insidious one has to do with 

the salt water damage to agricultural crops. 

  

 Most recently, it has been the high waves that have 
commanded the attention of island inhabitants, some living on 
atolls that are barely eight feet above sea level.  From November 
2007 through March of the following year, the region experienced 
exceptionally high tides, causing shoreline erosion and heavy 
loss of local crops. The high tides, as high as 20 inches above 
normal, were attributed to a La Niña effect in which sea levels 
rise as water temperatures increase and the easterly trade winds 
become more intense than usual.  A year later, in December 
2008, wave surges were again felt throughout the areaïthis time 
in the Marshalls as well as in FSM. The abnormally high tides 

Water  damage along the shoreline of Kosrae 
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plants more salt tolerant. This type of genetic engineering can be 
and is being done, but it has proven to be a controversial issue.  
In this day in which natural food has come to be so honored, do 
we wish to buy into such engineering? Further, if sea levels 

continue to rise, might any of these efforts only be temporary? 

 

 At present, many are looking to quick fixes to solve the 
problem of taro loss in the atolls.  Small aid packages are being  
gratefully received from countries like Australia, China and 
Japan, but these are emergency measures to provide for 
immediate needs.  Our leaders must think beyond this.  Unless 
we are willing to simply write off our outer islands, we must all be 
engaged in active planning on short and long-term strategies for 
the islands.  This is essential if we hope to preserve the viability 
of life in the atolls that are so dependent on the crop that is being 

threatened.   

Catching fish where none should be found: boys from Lukunor displaying fish caught in the taro 
patch inland. 


